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Dear Ms. HcOrory, 

Heading your today's column is .-mother reminder that as the world grows and^evelops 
so much new trouble in rawing fhewpare too many important issues on which the best-intended 
columnists just cannot be as well informed as they should be to be influencing public opin- 
ion in a representative society in^wich, at least in principle, government does what the 
people want i t to do ^Intending no offense, please believe me, and saying once againfthat 
you not feel tda lk astwot obligated to make any response, I ask you to reread thp column and 
then asm yourself if not that it does, whether or not it could be coming from a flat- 
world understanding of and perspective on the arab-Israeli situation. 

Do you really write reality? Do you have fair and impartial sources in your quotes? 

ure y° u impartial in your own opinions? .ire you well enough informed about the 
entire situation, its history, ancient and current? 

I think you also ought ask yourself whether in this column and/nuiaber before it 
you are realy fair, in this 1 so not suggest that yoi^intend unfairness. I've read your 
columns for too -Long a time to hold any such suspicion. 

Before get ing into specifics, a suggestion, tnat to get an impartial view and under- 
standing, you read part of a book by a non-Jewish British ^Writer, Paul Johnson, the last 
chapter, Zion, in his 'A History ot the $ews." In this X do not suggest that you ignore 
the rest 01 the book, iiather do I hope you'll find time for and interest in reading it. 

This is particularly true because there are two peoples each of whom can make a legitimate 
llaim for the same land. 

And an apology for my typing, aoout which 1 can do nothing, mid ny haste, because 
after some years of living with too many limitations, 1 have part-time help in r < 3 turning 
to my own writing. 

‘‘■t the top of the third colij^n ol the jump you say, "The Israelis refuse to consider 
any solution jffc of the Palestine [sitij iussue — other than expulsion/if^ and more oppression. " 

Gan it be that you do not remember the Camp Jfavid accords , Negotiated on Israel's 
part, by a man chose past was not to my jbc&x liking as his government was not, true also of 
his successor and ±ks his governments and abided "ij^by both governments, at- not inconsider- 
able costs ^j^both? Even i sj this is measured only by the return of the Sinai -to Egypt . 
with all the improvements added, including a source of prats petroleum? How^does^J^ expel 
or oppress Arab Palestinians? (i put it this way because all Jews are also Palestinians. 

Or have you forgotten that we are called Jews after Judea ? ) 

Oppression? Do you know anything' at all about the conditions of those Arabs under 
Egyptian and Jordanian rule until they lost what is now called, by those wanting to have 
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ha world forget history, the past and legitimate claims, the % $U,''and th* Gaoa btripV 
Johnson is infective on this, hut can you think of anythin Ehypt ^ other ^ * 

press? Ms includes, along with the rest of the ..uelim world, opposing iumvements Israel 
wanted to^make in physical conditions that required international approval. Oan you tMnk 
of anythig Hussein did land you nay not known of one I'll tell you about) to make any in . 
provements? Other than to start, at the cost, relatively considerable in contest, to the 
arabs of beginning to build himself another summer palace on a Jerusalem hilltop? 
ttLcl he create the five universities there? 

at CorJai'Th 1 T ” “ ti ' lsraeli ^ 3 " nt ller “ at e°?«h"'-.nt cost to study agriculture 
Cornell. Otter Israeli a»ta also got foreign eduoations. I've not hoard of a single 

instance in which Egypt or Jordan did anything like that. Egypt would not even let those 
Arabs into Egypt except under unusual conditions. They almost never could get any jobs in 
Egypt as they can and could in Israel. 

Can yon thik of any violence against Arabs by any Israeli government except in re- 
action to violence started by arabs? And include in this when Israel had to haWbomb-sheters 
or infants and their mothers and school cMldren for them to take shelter from' Arab vio- 
lence. Why elso^tov-ou think Israel insist/ os holding the Golan heights? Or moved into 
Lebanon, alas, teenier than was necessary for self-protection? (Have you compared tMe with 
similar actlona by other governments, in the recent or the distant pastpto learn whether 
or that those were exceptional actions? did we, for example, have as much justifieation 
for taking and holding pacific islands, and ruining them and their peoples?) 

Have you, from your own recollection or from research, compared what you 
with the history of tie world, past and present or either, compared Israeli occupation 
with the records of other occupiers without and with confrontation with violence that in- 
eludes innumerable murders, in this instance by 4rabs? 

What I am getting at is are you well informed and are you fair. 

as prelude to more quotes from your column, I ask you if you oan remember reading 

in yoor own paper's reports or seeing on TV anything on the other side of the view you 
express? I can't. 

>ou quote Zogby but no opposing view, add, I'm sure without realizing it, you pretend 
that he is in contact with reality in his words you use and endorse, "We should give Israel 

every possible security guarantee and assure them they will be more secure if they get out 
of the west bank and Gaza." 

In the first patr he covers himself and iceeps from lying wit^use of "possible" be- 
cause he knows very well that ne "we" can provide any meaningdul "security guarantee." In 
the second part he is and he knows he is a deliberate liar. 

If any Muslim power other than Efeypt, whose S a dat did not survive it, intended for 
any State of Israel to exist, why have they all remained in a state of war and insist on 
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it today? Why have all Arabs refused to recognize any State of Israel in the more recent 
past going back to the recommendation of the British Peel Commission in 1937, under which 
Jews agreed to a state of about 10 percent of today's recognised State of Israel? Otherp 
than by the Muslin world, that is. Or to all the other proposals all of which all Arabs 
rejected out of hand, without even any discussion. 

ihe Post and the rest of the media went for the reluctant words uttered by Arafat 
when he had no choice and which would be meaningless even if he said what our government 
pretended he said when he didn't, fi did not recognize the right of the State of Israel 
to exist in peace. Or the government. The only state he mentioned in that statement was 
the non-existing site he wants to head, he referred instead to "parties." % Me did not 
in fact r<$cognize the S tafe e of Israel. Mo arab leader lias ever survived even being sus- 
pecting of believing that (State has a right to exist. Hpw do you think Hussein got to 
be ^ihg. (And on this, why do you thinn he changed the name from Trans-Jordan?D 

But even if he had in his words daid what he did not say or mean and even if in 
its own polici* interests our government l±ej and said he had said those wwords it so 
Wanted to hear him say, that meaning could they have when the Palestinian National ^ouncil 
had just met and refused to agree to any such words oif promise? 

Zogby knows he is a lair in saying that Israel would be "more secure if they get out 
of the West Bank and Gaza" because he knows that there is no controlling .the many violence- 
prone Palestinian factions or the Arab powers that finance and succor them and bedause he 
knows that any ruler who does recognize the existence of the State of Israel lias **+*»«» 
little chnace of surviving it. Witness B a dat, abdullah and all the Arabs who met with 
Israelis in Europe with such a thought in mind.-£w*/ t^rU- 

Even after denouncing and rejecting^ violence against Israel Arafat did not dare 
even criticize his own faction when they wee caught in it. laiowing^fas he did, how th 
would damage his relations with at least the U.S. 

Mot only does Zogby know that there is no controlling all of the Arab factions in 
their wholesale fratricide, to which the press gi^es scant attention aad/las best I recall, 
you none, he also knows that without the W-nt B|k much of Israel is within easy range of 
the artillery they already have, to say ho thing of hind-held killing devices like rockets, 
or border-cglrssingis with murder in mind at night. 

How secure wopld you feel with such sworn enemies so well equipped and swKietermined 
if you were nine miles or less from them? That is what would be true of part of Israel. It 
is so narrow in places it is close to indefensible against a determined foe .with the West 
l6knk. 

Quoting nobody you say that Palestinians "have no place to go." First of all this 
is not true today if you mean find still be in what came to be known as Palestine and was 
that until Trans-Jordan was ttfeated as the Arab Palestinian state promised by Britain, which 
then did not keep its promise to do the same for Jews with what remained.Mdre than three- 
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quarters of the ofiginal Palestine is today Jordan. I think it is possible for those with 
no personal involvement to regard any movement of those people into Jordan as no more 
giving up a homeland than moving between Virginia and Maryland. 

What you just do not realise and what the actual record leaves beyond reasonable 
question is ijhat the Arabs want no State of Israel to exist, despite what is said and 
inferred, i’his is why ever earlier offer was rejected without any discussion whatsoever and 
why none^jxcept Egypt recognize the Gamp Arvid accords. 

And that is what really accounts for what is in the words of Hisharn Sharabi, the 
’’anger and despair." It was really |[ "nourished" by those states, none close to a real 
democaacy when Israel came into being, all fearing for their peoples to see the shining 
light of a democratic state and what it meant to those peoples with democracy. Aside from 
“iHenia of racial hatred giegendered by the founder of their religion who perpe- 
trated the last major holocaust before Hitler's. 4sain» I think you'll find Johnson in- 
formative. 

list‘d 

Jack to having no place to go, does it not occur to you tihat it was at the least 
unusual for Arab states like Egypt to refuse to provide a haven for coreligionists and 
racial brothers, as so many states have foiv®Si§§es~ refugees over the ages? as one 
K ^Syptian authority, I think quoted in^ohnson, said," the refugees are our artillery 
against Israel." 

I do find it hard to believe that you really think what you staid of the wtir with 
Saddam, "its underlying cause ixs) the Arab -Israeli problem." If I were to say anything m 
more x fear it might be misunderstood for what I do not have in mind, being insulting. 

Well, one thing more - Saddam's ambitions? 

Have you in any column or in your thinking or do you remember from anything at 
any time, any comparison between the arab— Israeli situation and comparable situations 
not inly throughout history but in the recent past? Have you been as eiaotional about 
Prussians becoming part of Poland? Of Poles beeomiipr x^Tpart of the USSR? Of some many 
similar if not comparable situations? Even of Puerto Ricans becoming part of the u nited 
States? Is not the only exceptional element the fact that Israel is a Jewish state? 

How many occupying powers of the recent fast can you recall that made as many 
efforts to improve the lot of the people living in the land they occupied, even when 
those occupiers, unlike Jews, could not make the claim that the land had been their land 
from which they had been expelled by the ancestors of those Os. living in it? &ook, for 
example, at what the U.S. did to and about Arilippinos and Puerto Ricans who wanted to 
be free in their own land? Have you any idea of the number of Philippines ^he U.S. killed? 

i am reminded of a painful lesson I learned from fees Payne before he became a 
Wewsday editor, when we were both working in Memphis, together and separately, on the ^ing 
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assassination. I don^t know what got him started on it but as we rode in the same cab to 
the airport he gave me to understand clearly and with eloquence and passion I could not 



begin to duplicate, that <ju natter hou free ue think we whites are of prejudice against 
blacks, it is bom into us. ,md here I was who went back in efforts to help’bffiTt^ 
before World War 11 and who in it led a sitdown strike in Valter Heed's reconditiLing 
component because whites only were to be taken to a swimming pool all-white in breenbelt. 

I regret Les convinced rae.We all have far to go. 

I take thin time for two basic reasons. One is the great respect I have for your 
writing, particularly your columns of recent years. The other is that J- fear another 

holocaust for reasons that are very real*, reasons that hav* and will dominted every 
Israeli government. 

Uliat other common-sense reason is there for all the Muslim world except, for Efeypt 
to persist in a state of war with Israel, for the Palestinian National Qgj&L to re- 
fuse to change its charters insistence on driving all the Jews out of Israel, for Arafat 
to refuse to make any statement and they to avoid a straightfprua^ recognition of the 
right of the Jew to live in peace rind security within tlieir'^^borders? 

i have not been a practising Jew since I met my family obligations and was con- 
firmed as a man at 13. i,y only interest in Israel is for those Jews who Uhnt to live there 
in their own homeland, and it is the land from winch we all spring and would still 1 
be in were it not for the arabs and before them so including the ^reeks and Homans, 

in peace and with security, to be able to do so. 

I am the first member of my family to have beer^bom into freedom and it means much 
to me. The Jews who establoshed the State of israel, against seemingly insuperable odds, 
were mostly those without my birtloight. Host Jews who moved into Israel left persecutions, 
notably at the hands of Arabs, that were simply terrible. Some had all tneir property 
confiscated as a condition of being able to leave. Some still are denied permission to 
leave and emigrate from arab states.Jl/^ $"?<?'%> 

i'iost Jews who iaiow the history of those who preceeded them know how right Santa- 
yana was when he acrid that those of us who do not remember the past are doomed to reltve 
it. Ll Israeli Jews are not widely aware of this wisdom, can you not see that it is none- 
theless their understanding of reality? /> 

Sincerely, , . i / 

Harold J eisberg 



